Sﬁ/

Welcome to our first
edition of ‘Love to
Read', our reading for
pleasure newsletter!

This newsletter will be
updated half termly to
include teacher
recommendations, new
releases, your
recommendations, an
author interview and
morel!

There are some exciting
events coming up
including World Book
Day, which we are
celebrating on Friday
3rd March, and an
author visit from David
Fuller (author of ‘Alfie
Jones') - read more
about David in our ‘How
do you do’ section.

Happy Reading,

Mrs. Wellby
Upcoming Events

SHAKESPEARE

WEEK

Join the national celebration

20-26 March
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Book Review Competition

We would like to kick start our first
edition by letting you know about a
book review competition you can
enter.

Choose any type of book you want, one you
are reading for pleasure or one you are
studying - it’s up to you! For example:
fiction, non-fiction, poetry, or a graphic
novel. Make sure the entire book is read
and reviewed as a whole.

The competition is open to students in Key
Stage 2.

The word count for Key Stage 2 should be
300 words.

Werite your review in your own words and
from your own point of view.

If submitting a handwritten entry, this
should be in blue or black ink (not
pencil). Please ensure it is legible.

Enter using the online form, download
an entry form and email to
psma@theportico.org.uk or post to:
Ruth Estevez, Project Coordinator, The
Portico Library, 57 Mosley Street,
Manchester M2 3YH

Don’t skip the small print! Make sure
you read the rules before you decide to
enter and remember to paste your
entry into the message box.

Here is a link to the website in order to
make an online entry:
https://www.theportico.org.uk/portico
-sadie-massey-awards

WHAT'S INCLUDED THIS MONTH

How do New
you do? R

A mixture of
A special fiction, non-
interview with fiction and

author David
Fuller

picture books

released during
January and
February 2023

Teacher What are YOU

reading?

Picks !

OUR book
recommendations.
This month's are
from Mrs Stoner,
Mrs Wellby and
Miss Cove.

Book Reviews
from children
in Years 5&6

DON'T FORGET IT'S WORLD BOOK DAY ON 2+

V V'V MARCH!
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mailto:psma@theportico.org.uk
https://www.theportico.org.uk/resources
https://www.theportico.org.uk/portico-sadie-massey-awards
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Have you a|ways enjoyed rea&ing?
Yes. | used to love reading Roy of the
Rovers comics and annuals when | was
younger, and there was also something
called Football Picture MontMy. I'd
spend hours readingthese. | was also a
massive Fan oF Roa|d DaH |900[<s (sti”
am) and enjoyed Enid B[yton‘s Secret

Seven.

Favourite author?

Roald Dahl

7}pe of hooks you like reaJ/'ng?
Anythingto be honest, a|though | prefer

\Ciction to non-Fiction.

Do you have good handwriting?

NO! | have a mild case of something
called dyspraxia. No one - and | mean no
one - could read my writing until | was
about ten years old. I still loved te“ing
stories, though.

Do you have somewhere spea/'a/ to write
your books?

l have an oFFice in my house. ] ]ove the
idea oF lﬂeing aMe to tal<e my laptop, ora
pen and paper, and head off to a parL or
caFe and write. The truth, though, is tl\at
]Im too easily distracted and wou|dnlt
actua”y end up getting anything done!

Website:
http://www.alfie-jones.co.uk/home

W Follow @08DavidFuller

Newsletter]

How long do you spend writing a
Aay?
When ]|m in book writing mode, |

genera”y spend around six or seven

hours a (Jay in my omce. Most 01[‘
the day will be set aside for writing,
with maybe an hour or two 01C

editing.

Have you a/wa ySs wanteJ to Ae a
writer?

Since | was about 13 or 14.
Origina”y | wanted to be a
proFessiona| Footl)a”er, l)ut | was
nowhere neargoocJ enough. When |
was hallcway through secondary
school | decided I'd one (Jay like to
be a sportsjourna[ist, and from that
moment on | aimed to become a
writer one (Jay.

Were you gooJ at school?

Average. | was never rea”y naughty, but did
talk a lot and only rea“y concentrated on
things that interested me. | was a little bit
|azy to be honest, and didn't a|ways putinan
awful lot of effort. Loo]«ing back on it now |
could have done a lot better!

Favourite /ootéa// team:
|_ive rpoo |

Favourite current pAa yer:
Lionel Messi - a genius

Favourite ever[/'verpoo/ p/a yer:

Robbie Fowler, aka God" Says it all rea”y.

Favourite musie:

B|ur are my Favourite band, a|though | |il<e

most things from the 1990s Britpop era.
e Jones A;?fe Johes

racter and h
2nd a test OF CN? 4 an uncertain futyre

-

David Fuller

We are really pleased to
announce that David Fuller is
visiting St John the Baptist on
Thursday 9" March. We are
really looking forward to
meeting him and learning more
about his writing and his
character ‘Alfie Jones’.



http://www.alfie-jones.co.uk/home

Suitable for children aged 3-7
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In a world where everything has to be
blue, what happens if you like yellow?
A joyous celebration of being
individual.
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NEW RELEASES......

AREMEGEDRAGONS

Dad is putting his young daughter to bed, and as
he tucks her in, they both start to imagine all of
the adventures they could have together the next
day. They could be dragons, or walk with giants in
the woods, or fly to the moon and then swim with
huge whales in the oceans.

THELUTTLEST

- THE'NEW:ARRIVAL- - -

LU FRASER KATE HINDLEY

Gertie, the littlest yak, is thrilled to learn
that she will soon be a big sister but worries
that there won’t be enough room in
Mummy's heart for two little yaks. This
humorous picture book is perfect to
reassure young children who are expecting
their own new sibling.

Suitable for children aged 6-8

Bertie must help Nugget the alien
chicken find Earth’s most
valuable resource - before the
aliens blow up the planet! A
brilliant humorous, dyslexia-
friendly story.

LEAM MOKAMMED

Luma’s best friend in the world is Timir, a
very cute puppy-like creature who
sometimes turns into a baby dragon. Yet,
when Timir gets the hiccups, purple flame
starts bursting out of his nose! What will
Luma do?

LITTLE EXPLORERS

A wos TrAY
30 FLAPS!

This would make a lovely addition
particularly to a school library, or a
great gift for a young science
enthusiast with lots of questions.

Suitable for children aged 9-11

THE STORY OF BRITAIN'S BLACK
COMMUNITY IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR

This informative and thought-
provoking collection of true
stories shines a light on the

contributions made by Britain’s
Black community during the First
World War.

af

)]

DHONIELLE CLAYTON

Ella Durant is the first Conjuror to attend the
Marveller school in the sky, but not
everyone is welcoming. And then her
favourite teacher goes missing... Magical
fantasy adventure in an intricately detailed
world.

HIRLEY MARR 1%

When Peijing’s family move from
Singapore to Australia, everything is
different. Will they ever adjust to a life
so unlike the one they have left
behind?
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TEACHER PICKS |

| love a goo& Iaook series; a booL series where | wait avit“y ICOY t]ne next vo!ume to Iae puHished. Harry Potter was the First

co”ection 01[‘ Iaooks that [ became ensnare& l)y, Lut there are two ot’ner sets o{" |900|<s that have Lept me captivate& For years:

7%5' C%ron/o/es ofﬂarhess series l)y Mic[ﬁe”e Paver an& 7%9 fire W’L‘A/ﬂ l)ool(s l)y CI’WiS d'Lacey (which wi” l)e Feature& in
tke next edition oF ‘l_ove oF Bool(s').

The Chronicles of Darkness Ly Michelle Paver

M/o//’gmtéer, the First in t[ﬁe co”ection, caug,nt my attention about 15 years ago, when | bought it as an Oal< Class Guided

Rea&er. The book introduce& Toral(, al? year—o[d boy, l)attling his way through |iFe in the Midc”e Stone age. Heis

accompaniec{ Iay Wolf, a cub who he saves towards the beginning of book and Renn, also 12, who is determined to show that

gir|s ,even 6000 years ago, are a force to be reckoned with. The chapters are told from the viewpoints of each of the

c['xaracters and Wo|rs own |anguage For the wor[d around him is enchanting. ﬂ\is isa Iaook For a”, as each vo]ume presents

Torak and Renn growing up together, Facing mysterious dangers, l(eeping the reader on the edge of the seat throughout.

Having shared VVo/rfb?mfAer, asa class reader during !ocl«Jown, one pupi], in particular, Ioecame hool(ed an(J read the who[e
series in quick succession. He went on to write to the autkor. Asa resu|t, his question and Miche”e $ response became part

MiCHELLe PAVER

THE MULTI-MILLION COPY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

of avideo chat online. There are now nine books in the series, each as good as the others.
Book Review written Ly Mrs Stoner

Julius Zebra - Rumble with the Romans Ly Gary Northfield
]Fyou are ]ooldng fora lig['\t—hearted read and enjoy ancient history, then this is the book for youl | came across this book
when | taught the Romans a few years ago. It is hilarious, hugely entertaining, AND you get to learn so much about the Roman

period. Hereis a |ittle snippet a]aout the |900|<.

Set in ancient Rome, this is the Funny tale of Julius, a zebra who is seized from his African watering hole and shippe& hundreds
of miles away to face the g[adiators in combat at the Colosseum. The courageous zebra Fights va|iant|y and earns the support
of the crowd. Emperor Hadrian demands that Julius and his mot|ey crew of animal friends (a lion, warthog, ante]ope, giraFFe
and crocodi]e) be trained at the finest g|adiator school in Rome in preparation for their battle with the mighty g]a&iators to
earn their freedom. But have the group of animals met their match?

Gary Northfield has pulo]ished a series of book FeaturingJuhus Zebra, inc|uding Entangled with the Egyptians, Bundle with the

Britons and Grapp]e witln the Greeks.
Bool( Review written |9y Mrs We”|9y

0 lyllff'/;rff‘ ff[,f ff How to Catch A Star by 0|iverJeFFers
We love Oliver Je{"{:ers in Ash Class and we L\ave recent|y read a numl)er oF bool<s l)y him and this is one o{\our Favourites.

@ * Oliver Je{"{:ers is a creative and l)ri”iant author; his [7001<s are imaginative and engaging For young children. His stories are

. --¢ ,
/ always so easy to read and his pictures capture the clﬂiHren s attention.
l..'{" ‘How to Catch a Star' is al)out a |itt|e l)oy who is Iool(ing at the stars From L\is kedroom Window and the only tl\ing he wants
’ right now is to have one o{: his own. Trying his l)est to reach the star and catch it, the story Fo”ows him as he spends an

entire day |oo|<ing {:or a star that doesn t seem to be appearing. Wl” he catch astar?

' A wonderFu| story about Friendship and perseverance, How To Catch a Star is one oFour Favourites.
Book Review written l)y Miss Cove
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What are YOU reading?

Once by Morris Gleitzman — a book review written by Ruby (Year 5) Y " -ﬁ", 3

Y *MOorris
gleitzman

| like this book because it is set on a real person called Janusz Korczak. | would recommend
it For |90tl1 genders From age 9 and above. Onceis a bool< about a Iooy oa”ed Fe|ix who lived

in Po|and. ltis a historical/adventure book setin 1942, Felix isa Jewish boy who Iives in
an orphanage and a Friend ca”ed Datu. He was in the orphanage \Cor three years and eight
months. Fe|ix goes on a quest to Find his parents aan their bool(s but on the way, tl‘ney have
to Faoe some hard things...

Trave”in_g with a Hamster By Ross Welford — a book review written by Austin (Year 6)
TimeTrave”ingwitl'x a Hamster is a book about a l)oy known as Al Chauc”wury, who notices an interesting
letter from his dad that was left over, suggesting that in 7 (iays, he needs to time travel back to 1984. The
catch? Not only does he have to do it with his pet hamster Alan Shearer, instead of a huge capsu|e, ora

spaceship-|ool<ingdevice, he noticesit's a |aptop and a garden centre tub. The way he died (a piece of metal
in his throat From a go-l(art incident) mal<es him rea[ise how to save ]’1is dad S |hfe. And, he must do it within
a week, otherwise this opportunity will slip away from him.

Persona”y, this might eterna“y be the best book | have ever read. It made me feel indu]ged in the story-
the anticipation, the suspense, the theories oFspace. They made me rea”y think, putting my mind on the story, rather than the
outside world around me. Even tkough | preFer non-Fiction, the setting, tense and construction of it piece& together a story that
altkough extreme|y unrealistic, glued to my hands.

Running on the Roof of the World by Jess Butterworth — a book written by Emijia (Year 6) JES§ E}l!T{RWﬁR‘H

The book is about a gir| called Tash who lives in a country, where there are a lot of rules. Her parents have
been taken away l)y Chinese po|ice so Tash and Sam flee to India where the parents have been taken. The
children get two ox horses to help them travel and hide from the Chinese po|ice. They climb the Himalayas
mountain range and encounter life or death situations. There are times that make you cry but | love this
book, because it draws you in. ltis my favorite book and is rea”y enjoyaHe —it's beyon& words to describe

all | can say isitis fabulous and interesting.

//' you wou/J /iée your éooé review pué//'sAeJ n [ ove to ﬁeaJ , p/ease pass it to your c/ass teacAer.




