Welcome to our Summer
edition of ‘Love to Read’,
our reading for pleasure
newsletter!

We have had some super
events to celebrate
reading including World
Book Day and our author
visit (it is still not too late
to order a book written by
David Fuller). Please
contact the office if you
need an order form.

For further children’s
book ideas, go to Just
Imagine Book Blast
(YouTube) . This link
takes you to March Just
Imagine Book Blast (as
soon as April comes live, |
will send you a link).

| would like your feedback
on whether to include an
adult fiction section.
Please email the office
with your thoughts.

Happy Reading,

Mrs. Wellby
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THEHENRIETTA BRANFORD WRITING COMPETITION

Writers aged from 8 to 18 are invited to submit a story of up to 900 words on the theme of
‘making an unexpected friend’.

You can write as though you are the main character or create your own set of characters in
your story. ‘Making a friend’ might involve meeting between people of your own age, or
people from history, animals, fictional characters, or even space aliens! It's completely up
to you. The judges are looking for stories that will capture and hold their attentions, so ask
yourself, ‘Will my story grab a judge’s attention, how will | keep them interested right to
the end?’ There are interviews with authors and editors shortlisted for the Branford
Boase Award on the website so have a read and pick up their writing tips.

When your story is ready to send, make sure you have proofread it and given it an eye-
catching title. Presentitin an MS Word document (.doc or .docx) with your name, age and
your supporting adult’s name and contact information at the top of the first page

to Branford.boase@gmail.com. Please include in the subject line: Tell Us a Story

competition entry. The winners will receive signed copies of each of the books shortlisted
for the 2023 Branford Boase Award. Entries must arrive before 9am (GMT) on Tuesday

30th May 2023.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY -
GROUPS AND EVENTS
Finclon Va”ey |_i|9rary - 01903 872213

(Please contact the library For Further imformation)

Swashbuckling
Storytime & Craft
(Ages 4-8)

Knit and
Natter!

Book Club

Drop in to join There will be a special

Meet up with Pop in for a other families story time and craft

others to talk session of with young adventure at the library
about books and knitting and children for songs during May half-term.

reading on the nattering, and nursery This is a free event but
third Tuesday of every rhymes, pre-booking is

every month Wednesday every Friday essential.

2.00-4.00pm. 2.00-4.00pm. 11.00 - 11.30am. Tuesday 30 May

1.30-2.30pm

VVVYTVVY


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5KcOQeS-1Q
https://branfordboaseaward.org.uk/shortlist-2022/
mailto:Branford.boase@gmail.com
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Which writer do you most a&mire and why?
Kate DiCamillo for humour. Katherine

Rundell for beautiful sentences. Michelle
Paver for p|ot and atmospheric settings. David
Almond for maldng the ordinary extraordinary.

What was the first book you remember Ioving
asachild?

The Worst Witch series on Jill Murphy. |
]oved that tr\e r\eroine, Mi|dred Hubb[e, was
hope[ess at the things that don't rea”y matter
(brushing her rrair, tying her srroe|aces, and
being on time) but brilliant at the things that
do (Ioeing brave and loya| and saying yes to

adventures).

What was younfavourite book asa teenager?
At secondary school, | gigg]e& and chatted my
way through every sing[e |esson; the teachers
claimed | was ‘unteachable and ‘prone to
spasmodic outbursts of si“iness,. But my
Eng|isrr teacher, Mrs Jormson, was enthra”ing.
She Iorougr\t stories to lhte For me an& one, in
particu[ar, Hew me away as a teenager:

W uthering Heights by Emi]y Bronté. The
heroine was unhinged l)ut l)ri”iant, the setting
was beautiFu] Iaut WIH and the p|ot was, Forthe
most part, deeply tragic which prol)aHy

appea ed to my teenage sense ort me]odrama.

Tell use a book that cl\anged your life’s path.
/Von.%em [/g%ts l)y Phi]ip Pu”man, which [
read asa child. The heroine, |_yra Be|acqua,
showed me that gir]s can l)ejust as courageous
as Iooys, adu|ts, and even armoured po|ar

bears.

What's the best piece onriting advice
you,ve ever been given?

Don‘t look sideways. There will always be
writers doing better than you and writers
doing worse so lool(ing sideways will
either make you feel inadequate or
arrogant. Look arread, write trre Eest book
you can, and don’t spend too much time
on social media. And never give up in the
Face oF rejection. It tool< me seven years,
three failed books, and a whopping 96
rejection letters From ]iterary agents to

get my First l)ook deal.

Te” us aloout a lmol( you've rerea(J many
times (ancJ wlny).

Tell Me A ﬂrag’on l)y Jackie Morris -
l?ecause my I(i(Js l)eg me to rea(J it every
night at the momentl They |ove trre idea

trrat every chiu in trre world has a dragon

oFt['reir own and every dragon is dhtlterent.

What's tl\e |9est l>ool< you've rea& in tlme h

past 12 months?

OCE/EJOH/'S IQy E]speth Bar]&er.

l“ di&n't lzecome an author, | would be...
A Blue Peter presenter. Apparent|y, you get
to bounce on a trampoline w]'1i|e answering

interview questions.

What makes you happiest ?
My Fami[y. And the wild.

What's your most surprising passion or
hoH)y ?

Swimming in rea”y coH water. | |ive on the
east coast oFScot|and and the sea ]’rere is
Freeeeeeeeeeezing but p]unging in makes you
Feel great (aFterwards).

What is your ideal writing scenario?

My husband's ancestors are Norwegian
(apparent|y one oFthem invented the Fish
inger...) and every summer we go out to a
hut in the Norwegian Fjords. We eat what
we catch: crabs, mussels, cod, and mackerel
~and | love writing on the rocks there,
|ool<ing out at the sea.

Wl'rat is t|'|e best booL you've ever read?

ﬂe///gby David Almond is up there.
' This s Aloi's |atest book

-a modern seque| to
Peter Pan
“Number 14 Dar|Ington
Road, looLs |il<e a
perrrect]y or&inary
townhouse - at First
g]ance, anyway, but magic
is good at kr&ing ... when
itls waiting For the rigkt
person to discoverit ...”



Suitable for children aged 3-7
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LAURA DOCKRIL * SAANDHYA PRABHAT

Laura Dockrill's inimitable style of
poetic rap is brilliantly suited to this
romp through the house and round
and round the playgroup, as one little
poodle demonstrates what fun it is to
stomp and stamp and pout . . . thatis
until naptime, when all she really
wantsisa...CUDDLE!

Newsletter2

NEW RELEASES......

James %, Karen
Catchpole \ \ s‘/ George

to YOU?

A little boy is engrossed in his game of pirates.
He’s busy tackling crocodiles and dodging sharks
when some new children arrive in the playground.
Noticing that he only has one leg, the inevitable
questions begin — where is the other leg? Is he
hiding it? Was he attacked by lions? Or did it fall
down the toilet? Joe has to fend off a barrage of
interrogations before the kids all finally get on
with the important job of avoiding being eaten by
sharks.

Rachel Morrisroe 2 Ella Oksfad

PN,

This hilarious yet heartwarming rhyming
tale from incredible new picture book talent
Rachel Morrisroe and bestselling illustrator
Ella Okstad offers practical advice about
dealing with worry whilst taking you along
on the wonderfully riotous adventures of
Alex and his mischievous llama.

Suitable for children aged 6-8

The perfect story to
70 make the distance
BABySIT A betweenyouand
grandma feel a
| GRANDMA little smaller whilst
% you're stuck at
] home ... When
( l},,, .b'JT} you babysit a
— - grandma, if you're
Iucky it'sa
sleepover at her house. With the
useful tips found in this book, you're
guaranteed to become an expert
grandma-sitter in no time. Be sure to
check the sections on: how to keep
your grandma busy, things to do at
the park and what to do when you're
both snugly tucked in at bedtime.

e

"\ l\w’f!{\NA(rﬁN?

A Rowan starts to
S S4  embrace her gifts as a

WIS

magical wildsmith who
heals and speaks to
animals. But saving a
young Pegasus brings
difficult decisions.
Danger comes closer
than ever, threatening
her family and even

TH

1, CITY OF SECRETS

Rowan’s own life. When she is betrayed, which
friends can she trust? With her family divided
and war still raging, where does Rowan belong
now? (Aged 7+)

After defeating the evil
Grendilock and saving
Cadno, the last firefox,
Charlie Challinor is
looking forward to a well-
earned rest. But when a
familiar face appears
from the realm of
Fargone, Charlie's family
is once again swept up
into adventure.

<
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LEE NEWBERY

The magical sequel to The Last Firefox, one of
the most exciting children's debuts of 2022.
(Aged 8+)

Suitable for children aged 9-11

Set in the 1920s,
this magnificent
mystery sees an
adventurous
orphan traverse
the globe to fulfil
her mother’s
quest to discover
the Tree of Life.
Thrilling, moving
and amusing as

DANIEL DOCKERY

Wendington outwits multiple
enemies while struggling with
tremendous grief, this smart, twisty
mystery comes recommended for all
adventure- loving 9+-year-olds,
grown-ups included.

When lonely Vincent is
forced to go on an outdoor
activity weekend with three
other kids from his class,
he's counting the seconds
until he can escape home.
But one of his classmates

is hiding a secret: she's
convinced there's pirate
treasure buried deep within

a nearby mountain. Suddenly, this boring trip
becomes an exciting adventure! But a thief is
hot on the trail, intent on stealing the loot for
themselves... can the Treasure Hunters work
together to stop them?

Flick is a magician who
‘o', needs answers. Her

A father is still missing,

4 and top illusionist the
Great Fox doesn’t seem
interested in finding
him, despite his
promises. Meanwhile,
she and her friend
Charlie must represent
the Great Fox in a new

competition in the Swiss town of Linth. The
Global Order of Magic is electing a new
chancellor, and the Fox insists that if he
wins, it will help — but Flick isn’t so sure.
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TEACHER PICKS |

¥ ’ HERL b Here comes the Train Ly Charlotte Voake
- ‘ | Qs 0 you have a weekend routine that you love ¢ oe loves to go out Tor a bike ride every daturday with her
‘ MES Do you h kend hat you love? Chloe | go out for a bike ride every Saturday with h
3 - T dad and brother, William. ﬂ]ey stop on the Footl)ridge over the railway and watch for trains. They get very

excite(J when one comes alongl

| |ove this l)ook l)ecause it has keautirul pictures an& there are anima|s and other things in tke l)acl(ground

that | enjoy spotting. The wor&s have a Iove|y poetic Feel to them and it takes an everyday experience and
mal<es it Fee| specia|_ You wi” especia”y lil«e this l)ooL, hC you |il<e stories about Fami|y or transport.

TRAIN

'Cheptotte Voalke

Book Review written by Ms l.y|e

/

“The Hilary Mantel of children's fiction. Teiegrap

Secrets of the Sun King - Emma Carroll '_“W,‘, \ CARR

| (Jiscovered this booL, whi]st researching texts Forthe Egyptians. Once | started rea&ing, | coan’t put the
book (Jown -1 loved it! Let me |<now what you thinl«

Lon&on, 1922 A discovery lfrom ancient Egypt. .. A cursed package - ﬂ]e untold story mfa young
pharaoh - When |_i|ian Kaye Finds a parcel on her granéaéls doorstep, she is shockec‘ to see who sentit: a
Famous Egypto|ogist, Founc{ Aead that very morning, accor&ing to every newspaper in Englan(“ ﬂwe
mysterious package hoHs the l<ey toastory. .. about a l(ing whose toml) archaeo|ogists are (Jesperately
huntin For. |_|] an& her rrienAs must em[)arl( on an incrediHe journey - to return the acl<a e to its restin

g Journey packag g
p]ace, to protect those they Iove, and to l)reaL the Aea(”y pharaohls curse. ..

]Fyou enjoy rea&ing this book, | woulc‘ also thoroughly recommen& Letters rrom the Lighthouse by Emma

Carro .

Book Review written by Mrs We”by : e

IWANTJO:A:::: P | want my Hat Back - John Klassen

| Want my Hat BacI(‘ by John K]assen isa booL al)out a bear who has Iost his hat. He is rea”y worried that he is
never going to see his hat again, when, wait a minute, he sudden|y remem]aers he has seen his hat aFter a|” ltisa
slwort l)ut humorous book and never Fai|s to maLe me |augh however many times | read it.

Bool( Review written by Mrs Lorne

Recommendations on purchasinga book - che_a,iy_!

The most obvious way is to order the book through the local |i|9rary, but i{:you would like to |9uy a second-hand copy of the book, here are some
websites that | would recommend:

* kttps://www.akekool(s‘co.ul</

* kttps://www.awesomebool(s.com/

° L\ttps://www.wob.com/en—éb



https://www.abebooks.co.uk/
https://www.awesomebooks.com/
https://www.wob.com/en-gb
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What are YOU reading?

THE BLACKHOPE ENIGMA Bv Teresa Flavin

Genre: adventure, mystery

Age: Any {:rom 8+

Main character(s): Dean, Sunni, Blaise

| love this l)ook and itis rea”y great to read because whenever it gets to a good part in the bool(, it switches to the other
person in the next paragraph Ieaving you on a oliff hanger.

For centuries, B|ac]<kope Tower ['\as been shrouded in intrigue, centering on a |abyrinth an& painting in the Marinerls
Cham|9er; when Sunni Forrestvs stepbrother accidenta”y transports himsellC into a Renaissance painting, she and ['\er Friend
B|alse set out to lﬁnng h]m back ﬂley encounter odd mhalﬂtants pirates, monsters, morta| danger strange wor]d oF
[abynnths and ]ots oFmterestmg people ﬂme mystery oF || sorts oFadventures I8 lﬁound to absorb you into the [’JOOI( | |«e
you re a part oF it.

Written lzy Ho“ie !YearB!

From MULTI-MILLION bestselting author

_David Walliams GANGSTER GRANNY By David Walliams
28 This booL is age Five p[us for gir]s and boys an& is i&ea| For chiHren Who Iil<e {?iction and Fantasy.

ltis about a boy ca”ed Ben and }ns granny go on an amazing thle{? adventure who try to stea| the crownJewels W|t|'10ut
anyone mtervemngWIth the p|an that they come up Wltl’l They have an awLward mm&ent Wlth the Queen who comes to
Iool( Forthem But unFortunate]y tl’ley don t get the crownJewe]s an& have to trave| home ona mob llty scooter. ltis quite
Funny to read about A|so t|'1|s l)ool( is so great and | hope that tl’]IS WI” inspire you to read more l)ool(s and oF course to
read this one as welll

Written Lv Harrison (Year G)

The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse By Charlie Macl(eﬂ!

This book is rea”y inspirationa| and it just makes you lose you mind in the words. The story|ine is amazing]y touching and it T 6() o mele,
just makes you think about lots oFthings. The characters are creative and | think the author has thought about this book. Yoo frox and Hho Horse

The book is all about kindness and Friendslnip like the boy trying to find a home along with all the over animals and how they - \
fox turned from foe to friend. A fun fact about the author is he lives in London and he left books on seats on the tube so | E’Z

think that this book is about spreading kindness. ~ f’?,,/
. -'é ""- %

It starts off with the Laoy all on his own and it ends with a team of 4 friends. The book is very imaginative because nearing

™
the en(J, the horse is sad because he had a difference which was that he had wings, and he showed it to them which { g |
prol)aHy means that you should not be scared to show you differences. L U
Written lJy Oscar, (Year G) uw“"“ MJ

s you would like your book review pué//'sAeJ in Love to Kead , p/ease pass it to your class teacher.



